90    by western Europe and could not afford to take a step
so   against   the   prejudices   of   the   twentieth   century.
Moreover, they were gaining one victory after the other
and could win the war without a diversion in the west.
The truth was, as we can see now, looking back to
1904 with some perspective, that the Great Powers were
concerned to keep the war localized.   If revolution broke
out in Russian Poland, Germany would almost certainly
rush in, siding with Eussia—for the three Partitioners
were always afraid that the slightest movement for free-
loin would  spread  from  one  group  of  Poles  to  the
)thers.   England was the ally of Japan, France of the
:zai\   Let one more nation be drawn into the war and
they might  all become involved.     At  any  cost  their
policy must be to limit it to the two original countries.
There was yet another reason for Pilsudski's  fail-
ure.    Dmowski  (De-mof-skee), the leader of the con-
servative Polish party urging peace and a better under-
standing with  Russia,  was  also  in  Tokio   and  spoke
energetically against the plan.    Poland's interests lay
elsewhere, he argued; an insurrection now would accom-
plish nothing at all and could result only in a new wave
of Russian oppression.     The majority  of  Poles  were
loyal to Russia and wished to remain so, and this man
Pilsudski represented a very small party, not in the
least typical of all the Poles.   Theirs was a scheme that
was sheer madness, to be prevented at all costs.    Once
more Poland's cause was to suffer because the Poles
could not agree among themselves—one more  sign  of
their weakness—a tragic result of the long years  of
enslavement/
The return from this fruitless journey to Tokio begins
a new period in Pilsudski's life. He changed from so-
cialistic and revolutionary agitation to the firm opin-
ion that the Polish-Russian affair could be settled in
one way only—on the battlefield. He saw clearly what
this would mean—that they would have to fight against

